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President’s Message

By Karen (Page) Frazier

Welcome to a New Year! And welcome to a new President! | want to thank Dawn Kelley for being
a member of our Society since 1989, and for serving 20+ years as President. The time, energy,
and genealogical knowledge she has shared with us over the years is invaluable and greatly appre-
ciated. You will continue to see her as she is now taking on the Vice President’s role.

Together we can make 2023 an awesome year for our Society. Founded in 1972 the Society has
produced an enormous amount of Intellectual Property for our members and for our community.
This year we will be reviewing the old, updating where needed, eliminating the obsolete, deciding
on new projects, and improving access for members. Technology will also be reviewed, including
the use of Zoom for some events. These are lofty goals and will require much participation from
our members. Don’t be afraid to share your ideas —the Board of Directors is here to serve you and
your genealogical needs.

2023 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS:
JANUARY

JOSEPH ZAPPACOSTA - Director of Hackley Public Library

Mr. Zappacosta comes to Muskegon from Danville, Virginia, where he served
as a library director for five years, and previously directed two other libraries as
well. He holds an advanced degree in Library and Information Science from
Drexel University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

The presentation will review the history of Torrent House, and what is planned for
the Torrent house; on-line collections that are available for public use; and spe-
cial collections that are in the Torrent house.

FEBRUARY

RONALD PESCH - The History of Hackley Park
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MCGS NEWS AND INFORMATION-

MEMBERSHIP: We depend on membership dues for our society to survive for the future.
Each year our Treasurer puts a budget together by September or October so we know how much
we can spend for the following year. The board votes on the budget each year. Remember mem-
bership dues are from January 1 through December 31. If you have a new address, home or cell
phone number or email address that you have changed, please let us know.

TAKE NOTE: if you do not receive your monthly Twig Talk Newsletter we want to know.

2023 DATES TO REMEMBER
Meeting place: Hackley Public Library meeting room in the lower level of the library in room

#2 with an elevator available or stairs. It is (handicapped accessible with a ramp). Use the front
door only. The stairs to the front door are FREE of snow and ice.

Date: Saturday, January 21

Time: Doors open at 10:00 a.m. The Meeting starts at 10:30 a.m.

Genealogy Quotation - The Genealogy Guide

‘I wish | had realized that family history is a perishable commodity. It disappears with time, as mem-
ories fade, and as loved ones pass on. | wish | had known that the most important aspect of family
history is preserving a record of the present for the future”. — Guy Black

TIP — Family Tree #6

Cross-reference city directories with the census. Be sure to check directories for the year before,
the year of and the year after the census to see if your ancestors moved during this time. Keep in
mind that information you find in a 1910 directory was compiled the previous year, 1909—before
the 1910 census came calling.

New Books at the Torrent House Local History and Genealogy Department.

- History of Trumbull and Mahoning Counties; With lllustrations and Biographical Sketches v. 1 & 2
both vol. in 1 book.

- Commemorative Historical and Biographical Record of Wood County, Ohio; It’s Past and Present v. 2

- History of Chautauqua County, New York, From lts First Settlement to the Present Time; With Nu-
merous Biographical and Family Sketches, by Andrew W. Young

- Genealogical Register of Plymouth Families, by William T. Davis

- History of Beaver County Pennsylvania and its Centennial Celebration v. 1 & 2 by Rev. Joseph H.
Bausman

- History of Portage County, Ohio

- History of Richland County, Ohio (Including the Original Boundaries) Its Past and Present, com-
piled by A.A. Graham

- History of Summit County, With an Outline Sketch of Ohio, edited by William Henry Perrin

- Remembered Historic Sites of Ottawa County, by Wallace K. Ewing

- Guardians of Michigan Architectural Sculpture of the Pleasant Peninsulas, by Jeff Morrison

For Your Information

The Genealogy Center, Allen County Public Library, Fort Wayne, IN 46801

The ACPL Genealogy Center is a unique and valuable resource. |Families Lost and Found - ACGSI Hybrid Pro-
Use this link to find the following and other ZOOM events. https:// [gram

acpl.libnet.info/events Wednesday, January 11: 7:00pm - 8:30pm
Ask the Experts: DNA Reaching Local Youth by Raising the Dead
Thursday, January 05: 6:30pm - 7:30pm Tuesday, January 17: 2:30pm - 3:30pm
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Muskegon’s Secret & Benevolent Societies and Fraternal Organizations
By Frances Harrington

Il admit, | never really knew what “secret and benevolent societies” or “fraternal organizations”
were all about. | used to think they were old men dressing up in strange costumes and riding in pa-
rades with silly looking hats, or men’s organizations that they used as an excuse to get away from
home and have a few drinks with the fellows. We were told that my great grandfather who was a
master cabinet maker for the Pullman Company out of Chicago, was a 32" Degree Mason. | didn’t
know what that meant and didn’t really care. | know my dad had a gold ring with a big diamond in it
that | aIways wanted. We were told the diamond was from my great grandfather Willard Harrington’s
Masonic ring. | remember being told that the diamond had to be reset in another ring because you
weren'’t allowed to wear a Masonic ring unless you belonged to the Masons. | don’t know if the 32"
Degree Mason and the ring story was even real. | tried contacting the Mason’s Organization in Chi-
cago but they couldn’t find any record of Willard. It wasn’t until | started doing research on some of
Muskegon'’s residents from the late 1800s and early 1900s that | even started to wonder what these
societies were really all about. | knew these initials/abbreviations in the obituaries of these people
meant they belonged to some kind of organization, but | didn’t know what they stood for. Sometimes
| see these abbreviations and symbols on headstones in the cemetery too. | got to wondering about
other people who may be curious about them. | decided to investigate some of the organizations |
found in Muskegon’s early history and write a little bit about them. I've chosen 7 of the earliest or-
ganizations | could find in Muskegon. Almost all of them limited their membership to adult white
males during the late 1800s through most of the 1900’s and required members to take an oath.
Most were organized to provide monetary benefits to its members, fellowship, self-improvement ed-
ucation, social aid, and charitable contributions. “Secret” didn't mean they kept their membership
secret, it meant they kept their rituals and activities within their meeting places secret. What goes on
in the “society” stays in the “society”.

A. F. & A. M — Ancient Free & Accepted Mason

It is the world’s oldest and largest fraternity. According to “The Advantages &
Surroundings of Muskegon”, the Muskegon Lodge No.14 was chartered in Mus-
kegon in 1868, Lovell Moore No. 182 was chartered in 1866, Muskegon Chapter
No. 47 was chartered in 1867, Muskegon Council No. 54 (Royal & Select Mas-
ters) was chartered in 1882, and Muskegon Commandery No.22 (Knights Tem-
plars) was chartered in 1868. The book was published in 1892 and suggested a
combined total membership of approximately 700 men in Muskegon. Many of the men belong to
one or more of these lodges or branches at the same time and were members of other organiza-
tions also. World-wide, for the same period, their membership was estimated at 3,000,000. In 2020
there is an estimated 2,000,000 Masons in the US alone. In the 1800s — early 1900s, because the
government didn’t provide social aid programs, Freemasonry stepped in to help with aid to widows,
orphanages, homes for the aged, etc. Freemasonry is built upon three basic tenets or principles —
Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. Brotherly Love is the practice of the Golden Rule. Relief embodies
charity for all mankind. Truth is honesty, fair play, and adherence to the cardinal virtues of Temper-
ance, Fortitude, Prudence, and Justice. The Shriners are a spinoff of the Masons. Today in Ameri-
ca, they give almost $2 million each day for medical research, children’s hospitals, local community
services and providing care to Masons and their families at the Masonic Homes. Some Muskegon
pioneers who were Masons: Wm. McComb, Thomas Munroe, P. P. Misner, C. C. Billinghurst,
James Gow, H. D. Baker, C. H. Hackley, Fred Nims, and A. V. Mann, for more information on the
Masons, their symbols and their abbreviations, go to: https://www.freemasoninformation.com

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

I. O. O. F. — Independent Order of Odd Fellows
wowenar oo - ACCOrding to “The Advantages & Surroundings of Muskegon”, the Muskegon Lodge No.
QDD FELLOWS 92 was organized in 1865, Germania No. 179 was organized in 1872, Canton Mus-
kegon No. 6 (Patriarch Militants) was organized on 1885, Davis Encampment No. 47
7 X\ Wwas organized in 1869, and Daughters of Rebeka Gem No. 124 was organized in 1889.
/////‘\\\\\ Muskegon membership in 1892 was approximately 400 and US membership over
650,000. Early members included Peter McEachern, Wm Potter, Peter Lansiff, Narzia
Steiner, C. McCrea, Mrs. Peter McEachern, Mrs. R. G. Walker, O. Rasmussen, and G.
T. McComb. The IOOF is a non-profit charitable association. They provided their members with sick
benefits, widows’ and orphans’ benefits, and burial insurance. The I0OOF is a non-political, non-
sectarian international fraternal order of Odd Fellowship. It was the first fraternity in the US to in-
clude (white) women in 1851. The IOOF promotes the ethic of reciprocity and charity, by implied in-
spiration of Judeo-Christian ethics. In 1896, it was said to be the largest of all fraternal organizations.
Membership usually consisted of lower middle class and skilled workers and not so much the
wealthy and white-collar workers that were found among the Masons. They are more service orient-
ed believing in actually doing the work themselves and not just donating to a cause. The command
of the IOOF is to "visit the sick, relieve the distressed, bury the dead and educate the orphan”. Cur-
rent membership is said to be approximately 600,000 world-wide. For more about the IOOF go to

https://www.odd-fellows.org/about/our-mission/

R. A. - Royal Arcanum

A fraternal benefit society that had all the popular features of modern society insur-
ance and offered death benefits, sick & disability benefits and was founded in 1877.
It requires a lengthy oath or obligation by its members. Its motto is “Mercy, Virtue,
Charity”. In 1970 the benefit categories were listed as Death, Disability, Old Age
Benefits, Educational Loans, Retirement Income Annuities and Weekly Hospital In-
demnity Benefits. They have also given out scholarships to RA orphans and stu-
dent loans. According to “The Advantages & Surroundings of Muskegon” in 1892,
“this society now has about 1,500 Councils with an aggregate membership of over
140,000. Its present annual payments to beneficiaries is over $3,000,000”. The Muskegon City
Council No. 114 was organized in 1878, and its Muskegon membership in 1892 was 92. Early Mus-
kegon members were James P. Fallon, John W. Yates, Howard Shaw, W. W. Owen, O. C. Williams,
H. L. Patrick. One of its current objectives is teaching morality without religious distinction, patriotism
without partisanship, and brotherhood without creed or class. Current membership is 25,000. For
more information, visit https://www.royalarcanum.com/about.html

G. A. R. - Grand Army of the Republic

It was a fraternal organization composed of veterans of the Union Army and it includ-
7> ed hundreds of posts across the North & West. It was dissolved in 1956 when its last
member died. It was the largest of all Union Army veteran’s organizations and the
most powerful political lobbying group of the 19™ century, securing massive pensions
for its vets. It was a source of charity, a provider of entertainment, and a patriotic or-
ganization. It was the first organized advocacy groups supporting voting rights for
black veterans. It helped to make Memorial Day a national holiday. Six Civil War vet-
erans were elected US Presidents from its members (Grant, Hayes, Garfield, Arthur,
Harrison, and McKinley). At its peak in 1890, it had a membership of 410,000. It was
2 founded on April 6, 1866 on the principles of Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty. The first
¥ female known to be admitted to the GAR in 1870 was Kady Brownell who served the
Union Army with her husband Robert. in 1897, they admitted Sarah Emma Edmonds
of the 2" Michigan Infantry, who served while disguised, as a man named Franklin
Thompson from May 1861 to April 1863. Muskegon had the Phil Kearney Post, No. 7, chartered in

(Continued on page 5)
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1879, with 215 members in 1892. The Women’s Relief Corps No. 105, organized in 1887 had 32
members. Some of those members were: Louis Kanitz, E. P. Watson, Moses Huddleston, Wm
Reynolds, Ezra Tyler, James Cavanaugh, A. C. Majo, Jacob Bauknecht, Thomas Murphy, and H. D.
Baker. For the history of the GAR, visit Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War at https:/
www.suvcw.org/?page_id=167

A. O. U. W. — Ancient Order of United Workmen

A fraternal benefit society organized in 1868 by John J. Upchurch a Mason, whose
ideology was to “bring together then conflicting social interest, capitol and labor, to
provide a means of arbitration with which to settle difficulties that were constantly
arising”. The A. O. U. W. would also provide financial protection to its members, a
collective voice, and a fraternal brotherhood. Each member would pay $1 into the
insurance fund to cover the sum of not less than a $500 benefit, paid to a mem-
ber's dependents when he died. Each time a member died, $1 was due from the
surviving members to keep the fund going. The insurance benefit offered by the
A.O0.U.W. was the first of its kind in the United States by a fraternal organization,
as there was no discretion by the members, on who would receive the generosity of the lodge. Its
motto was “Charity, Hope and Protection”. In 1895, its members exceeded 318,000. In 1952, the
national was dissolved leaving each state affiliate to decide, on their own, how to proceed. The first
mention | found in Muskegon was Lodge No. 133, in 1889 (the number of members was unavaila-
ble). Some members were: Jacob Jesson, Henry Patrick, Amos Bell, Anthon Holthe, H. R. Fox,
and C. E. Woodard. For more on the AOUW go to: http://www.stichtingargus.nl/vrijmetselarij/
aouw_en.html

M. W. A. — Modern Woodmen of America

It is a member owned, fraternal financial service organization. It is one of
the largest fraternal benefit societies in the US based on their assets. In
¥ 2016, their assets reached $15.4 billion and a membership of 750,000. Its
{ expenditures for member benefits and community programs totaled $21.7
Million. It was founded in 1883 in lowa. Until the mid 1900s the member-
. ship was restricted to white males between the ages of 18-45 from the 12
“healthiest” states: Ohio, Indiana, lllinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
lowa, Missouri, the Dakotas, Nebraska and Kansas, with residents from
large cities being disqualified. Also disqualified were railway workers, underground miners, liquor
wholesalers, gunpowder factory employees, saloon keepers, sailors on the lakes and seas, and pro-
fessional baseball players. At that time, they had 6 million members. They built and operated the
Modern Woodmen Tuberculosis Sanatorium in Colorado Springs and from 1909 to 1947 they pro-
vided free treatment to more than 12,000 members. They came together to provide money, dona-
tions, hands-on labor, and other resources to improve the lives in their communities. | found the
MWA listed in the Muskegon City Directories starting in 1893. Their membership numbers weren’t
given but some of the members were: John Kuppenheimer, J. W. Morpeth, Henry Ball, G. H. Arm-
strong, J. E. Edwards, and A. Dowd. They had two Camps: New Camp No. 4917 and Muskegon
Camp No. 2075. Their website is: https://www.modernwoodmen.org

L.O.T. M — Ladies of the Maccabees

v 3 The LOTM originated as a local club by nine women in Muskegon at the home of
Mrs. Adelphia G. (Westbrook) Ward, at 11 Myrtle St. Mrs. Ward, known as Moth-
er Ward, was the first LOTM Commander. It was the only insurance beneficiary
order in the country organized and conducted exclusively by women. It was con-
sidered an auxiliary of the K. O. T. M. (Knights of the Maccabees) but was actual-
ly its own institution and governed completely by its own membership. It was
started in 1886, and a Great Hive was organized for the State of

Aldelphia G Ward
(Mother Ward)
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Michigan in 1890. Other Great Hives were founded in Ohio and New York with the Supreme Hive
being established in 1892. That year, because of disagreements, a new group was formed called
Ladies of the Modern Maccabees (L. O. T. M. M). By 1896, the LOTMM became the Women’s Ben-
efit Association and in 1966, it became the North American Benefit Association. By 1913, it had
paid out over $50 million in endowment benefits. In 1915, the LOTM had 179,719 members and
merged into the KOTM in 1926, to be known simply as the Maccabees. In 1994, it still had 80,000
members. By 1893, Muskegon had 5 Hives: Muskegon Hive No. 1, American Hive No. 4, Davis
Hive No. 5, Scandinavian Hive No. 7, Germania Hive No. 27. Some early Muskegon members
were: Mrs. Emma Lafayette, Mrs. lves Payne, Mrs. Emma Andrus, Mrs. Mathilda Kreiling, Mrs. Hel-
en Carpenter, Mrs. Alice Estes, and Mrs. L. J. Parker. Mother Ward was born June 21, 1844, and
died at Butterworth Hospital in Grand Rapids, July 6, 1913. She is buried in Evergreen Cemetery.

In 1883, the Muskegon City Directory listed 7 different societies or organizations. In 1922, it listed
20. By 1940, there were more than 40 societies, clubs, veteran organizations, etc. | obviously could-
n’t write on each one, so if you come across an abbreviation for a society/organization/fraternity and
want to know what they stand for, you can go to http://richhartzog.com/art/society.htm For symbols
the VA will put on headstones: https://www.wearethemighty.com/mighty-trending/va-tombstone-
religions-icons/ For gravestone symbols of clubs, societies, or fraternal organizations check out:
https://blog.billiongraves.com/club-and-fraternity-symbols-at-the-cemetery/

Sources: Hackley Public Library Local History & Genealogy Dept (Muskegon City Directories and photo of Adelphia Ward), Wikipe-
dia.com (LOTMM, MWA, RA, GAR, IOOF), The Advantages & Surrounds of Muskegon by the Muskegon Board of Trade 1892, Britan-
nica.com (online encylopedia), masonic-oregon.com (Tenents of Freemasonry), massfreemanonry.org (History of Freemasonry), An-
cestry.com, Phoenixmasonry.org/masonicmuseum/fraternalism/aouw.htm (Ancient Order of United Workmen), https://
quod.lib.umich.edu (Portraits & Biographical Record of Muskegon & Ottawa Co), funding.universe.com (Modern Woodmen of Ameri-
can History, Cyndislist.com (Societies & Fraternal Organizations), Nkytribune.com (IOOF benefits)

Free from Southern California Genealogical Society

Webinars offer Jamboree-style seminars for up to 500 attendees per session, at no charge. These one-hour
webinar presentations are conducted by professional genealogical speakers and expert lecturers. To
view the webinar, you will need a computer with audio speakers or a headset. Those people with a fast Inter-
net connection (either broadband or DSL) will have the most satisfactory experience.

Register by clicking the link below.

e You MUST Register to participate.

e Click on the Webinar Title you want to attend listed below.

e Register with our partner website, GoToWebinar.com.

e Enter your name and email address and answer a few questions. You will receive confirmation of your
registration by email.

e You will also receive reminders before the webinar. The reminder email will have information on ac-
cessing the handout material.

On the day of the session, click the link that you received in your invitation to GoToWebinar.com to join the
online session.

Wednesday, January 18  9:00 PM - Eastern
[dn Warning You! The Poor and | mpoverished in
by Peggy Lauritzen, AG®, FOGS

Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, AG®, FOGS, has become a favorite speaker at confer-
ences and webinars. She serves as a Family History Center director and is an in-
structor and author at Legacy Family Tree Webinars, Ancestry Academy, Family
Tree University, and a columnist for Reminisce Magazine. She received the 2018
Laura G. Prescott Award for Exemplary Service to Professional Genealogy.

Page 6 Twig Talk January 2023

Nev


http://richhartzog.com/art/society.htm
https://www.wearethemighty.com/mighty-trending/va-tombstone-religions-icons/
https://www.wearethemighty.com/mighty-trending/va-tombstone-religions-icons/
https://blog.billiongraves.com/club-and-fraternity-symbols-at-the-cemetery/
https://quod.lib.umich.edu
https://quod.lib.umich.edu

MUSKEGON COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

*ADDRESS

*CITY *STATE COUNTRY *ZIP

*E-MAIL ADDRESS

*PHONE/CELL ( )

MEMBERSHI P:

New Membership Renewal Membership
$25.00/yr. .Single in USA $30.00/yr. Single USD$ outside USA
NEW FOR 2023! $12.00/yr. Youth Member (under 21)
MCGS is a non-profit organization, 501(c)(3). If you wish to make a donation.
please fill in the amount: $
Payment Method: —lCash _lCheck Money Order PayPal via MCGS website

*Please make check or money order payable to MCGS*

IF PAYING WITH CASH YOU MUST PAY IN PERSON & SUBMIT COMPLETED APPLICATION.

IF USING PAYPAL, EMAIL COMPLETED APPLICATION TO:
1972mcgs@gmail.com OR:

MAIL COMPLETED APPLICATION, AND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TO:
MCGS
Attn: MEMBERSHIP
C/O HPL - Torrent House
315 W. Webster Ave.
Muskegon, MI 49440-1208

MCGS USE ONLY
Date Received

Cash Check # Money Order # PayPal #
Amount Paid: Membership $ . Donation § Other $

Revised Oct. 2022
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CGS MEETI NGS
NEW PLACE

Hackley Public Library

Herntag

==

Muskegon, Ml 49440

LOCAL HI STORY & G

Hlstory
Tuesday thru Saturday

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

» ﬁ
o
NEW PL. 8 DEPARTMENT
s ' gTr e>\
g r—=Roots : Call 231-722-8016
316 W. Webster Ave. ‘<C E Genealogy : Sunday & Monday — Closed
< :

RESEARCHHELP : More on their

-iq‘»

" F‘ “1 Torrent Hous

: https://www.hackleylibrary.org/local-history-
* genealogy/research-sources-at-the-torrent- =
. house/

e Local History

& Genealogy Department

Saturdays at 10:30am 315 W. Webster Ave.

NO DECEMBER MEETING! Contact M

CGS for your

2023 Meetings Individual appointment with
Jan. 21 one of our members.

Feb.18

Mar 18 At 231-722-8016
Apr. 15 or email us at

May 20

Jun. 17 1972mcgs@gmail.com

2023 OFFI CERS & cCoNmI YRDAEESor HISTORY BOOK VOLUME 2

President.............. Karen Frazier

Vice President: ..... .Dawn Westcomb Kelley
Past President....... Jane Appleton Schapka
Secretary:............ Tom Shepherd
Treasurer:............ Jennifer Lamkin
Facebook ............... Norman Dagen

Michigan Genealogical Council

Gail Taggart, Delegate
National Genealogical Societies

Gail Taggart, Delegate

Committees

History Book Project....Kathy DeCormier

Jim Harkness
Membership .............. Dawn Westcomb Kelley
Newsletter Editor-...... Tom Porritt
Pioneer Program...... Barb LaBatt Martin
Programs & Publicity ..Tom Shepherd

Gail Taggart
Research................... Fran Harrington

History Book Volume 2 name is “Footprints in History”

Last date for submissions: February 15, 2023

Do not wait to put your family history in Volume 2

If you have any questions or need help, contact us at
our 1972mcgs@gmail.com or send your information

to Kathy DeCormier at middlaker@frontier.com —

In the subject area put “History Book Volume 2”.

TWI G TALK
A monthly publication of:
Muskegon County Genealogical Society
c/o Hackley Public Library—Torrent House
Local History & Genealogy Department
315 W. Webster Avenue
Muskegon, Ml 49440-1208

1972mcgs@gmail.com

genealogymuskegon.org
facebook.com/muskegongenealogicalsociety
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