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             Thursday, March 10th 

TAKE NOTICE!! 6:30pm Meeting Starts 
 

VFW Post 3196, 5209 Grand Haven Rd 

          “The Victorian Lady”  

   Speaker Wendy Batchelder  
 
  In this unique and fascination presentation, 
experience what it took a Victorian Lady from 
the 1890’s to get dressed—layer by layer! 
  Beginning with beautiful vintage and 
reproduction “underpinnings”, watch as each article of clothing is 
modeled— demonstrating the staggering number of the pieces’ 
women wore from start to finish! How and why they wore them is 
revealed, and the progression of women’s fashion thought out 
the Victorian era a discussed. 
   Find out what amazing “architecture” was worn underneath to 
give the finished gown it’s shape and style. Many lovely antique 
fashions are displayed for guests to see, feel and examine. View 
actual items that were a part of every Victorian woman’s day. 
Discover little known facts that will leave you marveling! 
A spectacular look at life and fashion from a bygone era.  
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                TICKET BOOK 

                   BONNETS & HATS 

                        1840—1900 

                    by Maureen Taylor   

          Includes hats, bonnets, toppers, 

                    and fascinators for   

                       Men & Women 

 

Excellent book to have in your home library. 

GENEALOGY FAMILY HISTORY WORKSHOP 

Sat., March 12, 2016 / 10:30am – 12:30pm  or  2pm – 4pm 

Space is limited, so please pre-register either online at   1972mcgs@gmail.com or call the Torrent 

House,  Local History & Genealogy Dept. at  231-722-7276 ext. 240  

TWIG TALK 

http://www.genealogymuskegon.org/
mailto:1972mcgs@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiZhv78mYfLAhXH5CYKHe_8BPsQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartbest.com%2Fst-patrick-day-clipart&psig=AFQjCNEo_A5xMFAk2qXvYBWExljltEBCtQ&ust=1456087262130601
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C O U N T Y  C L E R K  R E S E A R C H  

 
 

Our February meeting had a DVD 
program given by John Colletta.  It 
featured military and homestead records 
as sources for ancestor records.  Our door prize went to 
lucky Jeanne Strevey.  Two free book draws gave 
Connie Van DeKoppel "Tittanic" and Marie Payne a 
coffee table book "Major World War Battles." Fortunate 
Jim Harkness won the book "Photo Organizing 
Practices" from the ticket draw   (smile face) 
Ingrid Porritt started our "Show and Tell" with relics from 
her 1880's Charles Storrs home in North Muskegon on 
Muskegon Lake.  Home renovations plus wading in the 
lake yielded her numerous finds as pottery pieces, 
utensils, clay pipes, old bottles and logging tools plus an 
actual branded log end.   These many items helped us 
connect to former Muskegon times.  She shared her 
father-in-laws WWII military records which was a good 
example connected to our program.  A set of books from 
Alpena featuring its history and citizens was 
interesting.  Her Norwegian family genealogy books 
exampled ways to prepared our family 
histories.  Coincidental occasions can occur as with 
Ingrid's meeting a distant cousin who shared a 5 X great 
grandfather while visiting a grave site!  
Bill Hansen had a successful result acquiring a copy of 
the original blueprints for his grandfather's Hansen Dairy 
Bar once located in Muskegon Heights. He sent to the 
firm that drew up the building finding they still had the 
prints on file!  Guess we must always take chances 
when collecting for family history!  He brought a 1905 
driver's license requiring three witnesses signatures that 
belonged to his grandfather, Peter Hansen. A box full of 
memorabilia was donated to Bill from the Ida Maynard 
home. Along with many special items was a William 
Maynard's BA degree earned at age 49 and a 1954 
Masters degree. The stories that went with these items 
were very entertaining. 
Phyllis Slater kept the Valentine theme sharing her 

parent's marriage license in Henry Co., Ohio.  She had a 

certificate of marriage proof for Howard and Nina Coles 

necessary to get more money while he was in the 

military. An arrangement of stamps around a 1942 

telegram exchanged by them was nicely displayed in a 

frame.  We saw their 25th and 50th anniversary 

pictures, too.  Her great uncle and aunt, Basil & Viola 

Coles-Nelson, had a 1920 wedding photo on display. 

Barb Martin brought her ancient grandfather's lineage to 

presidents as requested in our newsletter.  He was 

related to George W. Bush, Herbert Hoover, and William 

Howard Taft.  She will share more on her relationship in 

April!  Judy Tierney is recognized for reading her 

newsletter by bringing some Valentine's belonging to her 

grandmother.  She also had commemorative postcards 

of the 1843 to 1863 Great Migration to the West along 

the Oregon Trail.  There were over 400,000 pioneers 

who took this route in covered wagons pulled by oxen 

and mules. Judy got the book "Oregon Trail" by Rinker 

Buck for Christmas.  She was able to vicariously 

experience the 1852 journey of her 2 X great  

HOSPITALITY HAPPENINGS 
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grandparent's, Leonard & Lucetta Durgan, this is a recom-

mended read to be found at the Hackley Library. There will 

be no Show and Tell at our next meeting in March due to 

the program.  Please plan to share for April. A variety of fruit 

was provided by generous Karen Frazier.  Thanks for the 

treat!  The society brought cookies.  Dependable John and 

Phyllis Slater brought the water.     

 

 

 

Welcome our newest members 

Ann Funk—Muskegon 
Surnames: Buckley, Matthews, McDowell 
 
Chris Nowak—Muskegon 
Surnames:Herek, Kiedrowski, Mayer, Nowak 
 
Gail Taggart—Norton Shores 
SURNAMES: Halpin, Henry, Larson, McLean, Nelson,  
Taggert 

M E M B E R S H I P  

N E W  B O O K S  I N  T H E  L O C A L   
H I S T O R Y  &  G E N E A L O G Y  D E P T .  

Old Forts of the Great Lakes: Sentinels in the Wilder-
ness,   by James P. Barry 

Irish Family Names: With Origins, Meanings, Clans, 
Arms Crests and Mottoes, by Patrick Kelly 
 
Keweenaw Central Railroad and the Crestview Resort, 
by Clarence J. Monette 
 
Marriages and Deaths From the York Recorder 1821-
1830 
 
Pennsylvania Genealogist and Historian, No. 16, 17, 18, 
19 Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Marriages 1753-
1854, compiled by Annette Simpson  
 
Lancaster Legacy the History and Genealogy of Lan-
caster County, Pennsylvania, v. 3 no. 1, 2, 3, 4 Irish 
Family Histories, by Ida Grehan  

2015 Plat Book Muskegon County Michigan 
 
 

Muskegon County Building, 990 Terrace St.  
MCGS volunteers are there every Wednesday 
from 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
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    MICHIGAN HISTORY MAGAZINE 
              Submitted  by Paula Halloran 

 
One our members was cleaning out their closet of old 

magazines and she gave them to me for the “free table” of 
books at Muskegon Community College, I found an article in 
Michigan History Magazine, March/April 1999 mentioning 
Whitehall, Michigan.  “Dad, are we there yet?” by Morris 
Buske tells the adventure of Ernest Hemingway, his parents 
and his younger brother travelling from Oak Park, Illinois to 
Walloon Lake in northern Michigan in the summer of 1917.  
For the sixteen previous years they had travelled by boat, 
but this summer Ernest’s father, Dr. Hemingway decided to 
travel by land with their Model T. 

On their second day they stopped in Muskegon and at 
Sorenson’s Garage in Whitehall with car trouble.  They 
spent the night at Mrs. Johnson’s lodging house in White-
hall.  Debra Carte-Ramthun wrote in a December 1995 arti-
cle in Whitehall’s White Lake Beacon, ‘Yes, Hemingway 
slept here, too: but thank God he didn’t eat the pie! …Little 
did the poor, unsuspecting family of Ernest Hemingway 
know that they were in for some of the most unpalatable 
food in Whitehall when they stopped there for the night.  
One White Lake Historical Society member minced no 
words on Johnson’s culinary ability (rather, inability) when 
he said she was noted for terrible lemon pie and chocolate 
custard that local contractors used to plaster walls.” 

They also gassed up at Everett Gee’s “Standard Oil sta-
tion where Bell’s Furniture, 116 Colby now stands ”(My un-
cle and cousin own Bell’s Furniture) 

On the third day they stopped in Hart.  On day four they 
left Scottville and made it to Ironton.  On day five they made 
it to Walloon Lake.  They spent $11.95 for hotels and meals, 
went through 22 gallons of gas (22 mpg), and 2 gallons of 
oil for a cost of gas and oil of $8.32.  Dr. Hemingway, Ear-
nest’s father never repeated the trip by land again, and 
shipped his Model T home from Manistee. 

 
 

 

AMAZONSMILE 
 
 
The society has sign-up for 
AmazonSmile, so if you buy 
from Amazon, look for the 
Muskegon County Genealog-
ical Society, C/O Hackley 
Public Library.  Amazon do-
nates 0.5% of the price of 
eligible AmazonSmile pur-
chases to the charitable or-
ganizations selected by their 
customers.   
 
 

 

OUR MILITARY HERITAGE – Genealogy Center Allen 

County Library, Fort Wayne, IN  www.genealogycenter.info/

military   Explore unique books, letters, diaries, and photo-

graphs that document our military heritage. 

 WWII Veterans Project –by Richard Mullally’s 
Submitted by Jim Harkness 

 
Do you have any WWII military veterans that ever lived in 
Muskegon County in your family tree?  There is a website 
out there dedicated to preserving the sacrifice and ser-
vice these men and women made in defending our free-
doms that we enjoy today.  Recall that Richard Mullally 
presented his WWII Veterans Project program at the Oc-
tober 2015 Regular MCGS meeting.  Be sure to check 
out his website at the link below as improvements have 
been made recently. 
link ==> http://ww2vets.net/home.shtml 
This website contains: 
1) A alphabetical listing of known WWII veterans of Mus-
kegon County (there is also an easy link to report any 
WWII veteran from Muskegon County NOT in the current 
listing). 
2) An easy link form to request a photo of any veteran 
listed to be e-mailed to you. 
3) A brief history of the project. 
4) Online veteran photographs.  Photographs of many of 
the Muskegon County veterans may be viewed on 
FOLD3, an online database of documents, images, and 
other material covering American military history. View 
the Mullally Collection, WWII Servicemen Photos. Please 
note that you will have to register (this collection is 
FREE) to view full size images on FOLD3 .  
5) Link to You-Tube interviews with Richard Mullally 
about the project. 
6) Richard Mullally’s contact information. 
If you have not seen this database yet, it is worth your 
time to check it out. 
 
 
 

FAMILY TREE MAKER 
email from  Ancestry ancestry@ancestry.com  
Since our Family Tree Maker announcement last Decem-
ber, we have continued to actively explore ways to devel-
op and support Family Tree Maker and ensure you have 
choices to preserve your work in ways that matter to you. 
 
Software MacKiev We ask for your patience as we 
work diligently through all the details to make these solu-
tions available. You can find additional details about 
these Family Tree Maker partnerships on our blog. We 
also encourage you to continue to check back on our blog 
for future updates in the coming months.  
 

RootsMagic   
Ancestry has made an agreement 
with RootsMagic, a leading geneal-
ogy desktop software program 
publisher, to connect Ancestry with 
the RootsMagic software. With this 
new relationship, RootsMagic can 
serve as your desktop family tree 
software, while having access to 
Ancestry hints, Ancestry searches, 
and the ability to save your tree on 
Ancestry. 

http://www.genealogycenter.info/military
http://www.genealogycenter.info/military
http://ww2vets.net/home.shtml
mailto:ancestry@ancestry.com
http://sm.ancestry.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImYW1wO21zaWQ9MSZhbXA7YXVpZD0mYW1wO21haWxpbmdpZD0xNzQyMzAxJmFtcDttZXNzYWdlaWQ9Nzk5MDEmYW1wO2RhdGFiYXNlaWQ9Mzg0MDAxJmFtcDtzZXJpYWw9MzM1OTU5NDMmYW1wO2VtYWlsaWQ9a2VsbGV5ZDIwNDlAZ21haWwuY29tJmFtcDt1c2VyaWQ9QXB
http://sm.ancestry.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImYW1wO21zaWQ9MSZhbXA7YXVpZD0mYW1wO21haWxpbmdpZD0xNzQyMzAxJmFtcDttZXNzYWdlaWQ9Nzk5MDEmYW1wO2RhdGFiYXNlaWQ9Mzg0MDAxJmFtcDtzZXJpYWw9MzM1OTU5NDMmYW1wO2VtYWlsaWQ9a2VsbGV5ZDIwNDlAZ21haWwuY29tJmFtcDt1c2VyaWQ9QXB


 

 

Regular Meetings 
7:00 p.m.  

VFW Post 3195 
5209 Grand Haven Road 

 
January  14 

February  11 

March  10—starts at 6:30pm 

April  14 

May  12 

June  9 

August  11 

September  8 

October  13 

November  10 

NO meetings July & Dec 

Board Meetings 
10:30 p.m. at T.H. 

Unless stated otherwise 
 

January  15 

February  5 

March  4 

Sat., Mar 19 workshop 10 to 2  

April  1 

May  6 

June  3 

August  5 

September 2 

October  7 

November  4 

NO meetings July & Dec 

Genealogy Family  
Family History Workshops 

Torrent House Local History & 
Genealogy Dept., 315 W. Webster 

10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. or 
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Please preregister online at 
1972mcgs@gmail.com 

    
or call 231-722-7276 ext. 240 

January  9 
February  13 

March  12 
April  9 
May  14 

August  13 
September  10   

October  8 
November  12 

NO workshops in 
June, July, & December 

2016 Dates to REMEMBER 
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  “My roots only go down so far, but my branches spread forever” 

2016 PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

Apr 14     “Discovering Michigan County by County”   
                Speaker Barb VanderMolen   

 
May 12   “Michigan’s Heritage Park Program”    
                Lakeshore Muskegon Center 

 
Jun  9     “Little Know and Rare Use Google Re  
                sources & Research Tips”   
                Speaker, Katherine Wilson  
 

Aug 11    “Mapping the Cemeteries One by One”     
                Speakers, Bill Hansen & Thomas Van   
                Bruggen (GIS) 
 
 

 
YOUR YEAR AROUND BOOK SALE 

SECOND HAND PROSE 
 

The Friends of Hackley Public Library has on-going used 
book sale.  Second Hand Prose.  There are many dif-
fered used  books for all ages.  Second Hand Prose is 
open when the library is opened  Follow the signs on the 
main level of the library. 

  
 

 

SEEKING MICHIGAN 

The 1940 Death Certificates are now available at Seek-
ing Michigan at http://seekingmichigan.org/  
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Submitted by Nancy Spoon  

Genealogy without documentation  

 is just mythology.                                     

From Swedish American Genealogist 2015; 2 

REMEMBER WHAT TO BRING! 

     

Ý Money for the Ticket Book. 

Ý Any genealogy items you would like 
to donate for the FREE table.    

Ý There will be NO show & tell this month.  

Ý Remember to wear something GREEN!  

   
                        Join Us for Our Annual  

                                      FREE  

                    FAMILY HISTORY SEMINAR 

                              Saturday, April 23, 2016    

                         Visit us at www.lansingfhc.org 

FINDING YOUR ROOTS 
 

People who do not have cable TV can still watch full epi-
sodes of “Finding Your Roots” on your computer, Weds 
and any back episodes of FYR.  My husband & I choose 
not to have cable TV.   

mailto:1972mcgs@gmail.com
http://seekingmichigan.org/
http://www.lansingfhc.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi-9471yYzLAhWFQyYKHcbXCdcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.123rf.com%2Fclipart-vector%2Fswedish.html&psig=AFQjCNGM1p4nTEx6-_2ooCTnbnMCm8eGIw&ust=1456271911057856
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjBopWPspbLAhWI9h4KHX7fBLgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpal.com%2Fclipart_pd%2Fholiday%2Fstpatrick%2Fstpatricksday_10553.html&psig=AFQjCNHZHR6bC2_4Nvm0lQH_IdFnK7dxTw&ust=14

