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  “Who Do You Think WE Are” !
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     For years, we search and search long forgotten records 
and dusty attics, looking for the stories behind our 
ancestors, but do we consider those who will look for our 
stories when we are gone?  Your chance will come during 
our April meeting when you can share with members and 
guest.  Some interesting history about your life, other than 
the great work that you have been doing in family history 
research. Consider taking about five minutes to highlight 
some event in your life, with others that may not know 
about, but is important part of your memories and your life 
story.!
 !
     When you come to the meeting in April, put your name 
in with others that would like to share a moment of your life 
and depending on how many want to share, we can then 
determine how much time for each one of you to speak.  
Don�¶t be shy. !
!
 This is not show and tell, but speak and listen, so have fun!!

!
                            !
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GENEALOGY FAMILY HISTORY WORKSHOP     !
Saturday, April 8, 2017  " 10:30am –��12:30pm  or  2pm –��4pm!

Space is limited, so please pre"register / Handicap Access!

Call the Local History & Genealogy Dept. at 231"722"8016!

! "#$%!&'( %

http://www.genealogymuskegon.org/
mailto:1972mcgs@gmail.com
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C O U N T Y  C L E R K  R E S E A R C H !
  !

!
!
Our March meeting welcomed Cindy 
Dykema and Dan Gunderson presenting!!
"Muskegon Maritime and Lighthouse 
History." !This program on U.S. lighthouse history, 
including those of the Muskegon area was very 
informative.!
!!
The PIN prize left winner Karen Farmer feeling 
very Irish with her green file case and Irish door 
knob hanger.!  Phyllis Slater got a valuable 
genealogical record book for the free draw. !!
"Finding family Through Your DNA," by Richard 
Hill will be helpful to ticket winner Chris Nowak. !!
!!
Among her mother's recipes, Marcia Wiersma 
found a 1970's Pillsbury Bake"Off winner.!  We 
loved the Butter Finger cookies that deserved the 
contest win! Monica Smith fired up her oven to 
produce Salted Carmel cookies that were equally 
scrumptious.!  She also prepared a Tex Mix that 
was a good munchy.!  John and! Phyllis Slater 
brought our much needed water!!
!!
April is designated SHARING MONTH for MCGS.! !
We need you�¶re your stories and items.! The long 
table is waiting for displays.!  Fascinate us with 
your finds! ! !!!!
!

Upcoming Free Webinar Sessions from 
www.scgsgenealogy.com!

!

Saturday, April 1, 2017, 10AM PDT/1PM EDT !
Nancy E Loe, MA, MLS –��Finding Scottish 
Ancestors Online!
!

Wednesday, April 19, 2017 6PM PDT/9PM EDT!
James Baker PhD, CG !
“So Many Historic Books: How Can I Find My 
People?”!
!

A day or so prior to the webinar, login to 
www.scgsgenealogy.com and register for the 
upcoming webinar of your choice. They will send a 
confirming e"mail & connection instructions. You 
do not have to be a member of the Southern 
California Genealogical Society to view these 
webinars in real time. However, they have a large 
library of archived webinars available anytime to 
their members. For $35/year it might be worth your 
consideration.    !
                                       Submitted by Gail Taggart!

HOSPITALITY HAPPENINGS!
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Muskegon County Building!
990 Terrace St. !
!
MCGS volunteers are there every 
Wednesday from 1:00"4:00 p. m.                                                                
!
Direct phone # 231"724"7140!

!
The Family Tree Polish, Czech & Slovak Genealogy 
Guide: How to Trace Your Family Tree in Eastern Eu-
rope, by Lisa A. Alzo (Gift from MCGS)!

Trace Your German Roots Online: A Complete Guide to 
German Genealogy Websites,                                          
by James M. Beider (Gift from MCGS)!
!
The Axe"Throwers of the Tittabawassee,                        
by George Wallace Skinner!
!
Images of Rail Grand Rapids, Grand Haven & Muskegon 
Railway, by David Kindem & James Budzynski !
!
Vintage Views Along Scenic M"22 Including Sleeping 
Bear Dunes, by M. Christine Byron & Thomas R. Wilson !
!
Michigan Railroad Lines, Volume 1 & 2,                          
by Graydon M. Meints !

Mayflower Families Through Five Generations: De-
scendants of the Pilgrims Who Landed At Plymouth, 
Mass. December 1620, Volume 16 parts 3, 4 & 5 !
(Gift from Colonial Dames)!
!
Mayflower Families Through Five Generations: De-
scendants of the Pilgrims Who Landed At Plymouth, 
Mass. December 1620, Volume 20 parts 2 & 3 !
(Gift from Colonial Dames)!
!
Mayflower Families Through Five Generations: De-
scendants of the Pilgrims Who Landed At Plymouth, 
Mass. December 1620, Volume 24 part 1 !
(Gift from Colonial Dames)!
!
Census Substitutes & State Census Records, Volume 1 " 
Eastern States, by William Dollarhide (Gift from MCGS)!

Census Substitutes & State Census Records, Volume 2 " 
Central States, by William Dollarhide (Gift from MCGS)!

Census Substitutes & State Census Records, Volume 3 " 
Western States & National, by William Dollarhide             
(Gift from MCGS)!

N E W  B O O K S  I N  T H E  L O C A L  
H I S T O R Y  &  G E N E A L O G Y  D E P T . !

!

G E N E A L O G Y  N E W S  !
F R O M  O U R  M E M B E R S   !

http://www.scgsgenealogy.com
http://www.scgsgenealogy.com
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FIND A GRAVE!

There will be a new and improved Find A Grave the 
end of April.   Find out more information at:                                 
http://www.ancestryinsider.org/2017/03/the"new"
and"improved"find"grave"shown.html!

!

 GENEALOGY AND POSTAL HISTORY MEET !
FGS FORUM  �‡����Volume 29, Issue 1  �‡����Spring 2017!

http://philgen.org!

Philgen.org was launched in 2009. This website has 
old envelopes and postcard photographs, and text 
about the sender, the recipient, and how they are 
related, if known. !

The website name combines the words philately, 
which refers to stamp collecting and postal history, 
and genealogy. Currently, the website has more 
than 1,800 envelope and postcard images and a da-
tabase searchable by family name or by a town, city, 
or state. !

Free access: Visitors have free access to the site�¶s 
contents.!

!

EARLY HORSE RACING HERE!
!!

    There once were horse races on Muskegon Lake, 
in winter, on the ice, also on the streets of lumbering 
era Muskegon.  The contests were usually a mile in 
length and the winner of 3 of 5 races could count on 
bringing some money home.!
!
    One very large crowd witnessed Esau Torrent�¶s 
bay vs. Charley Brown�¶s black mare on the ice.  Tor-
rent�¶s horse won 3 straight heats.  Torrent had 
agreed to pay $1,000 to Brown if his mare would win 
the two races scheduled for later the same day.  We 
have no idea who won, but was reported that Esau 
Torrent and his friends partied long into the night 
with their wagers that Saturday, in the ���������¶s.!
!
    One of Torrent�¶s pals was Josh Davies who got so 
excited he built a track in the Heights, a little to the 
east of Park St.  Davies built sheds and a high board 
fence, but with no grandstand.  It did not draw and 
the track abandoned not long after it had opened.!
 
(Source:  From Romance of Muskegon by Alice 
Prescott-Kyes) at Torrent House, Local History & 
Genealogy Dept. !

2017 Family History Seminar!

Saturday April 22, 2017!
8:30am to 3:15pm!

!
Lansing Michigan State Center!

431 E Saginaw St, East Lansing, MI 48823!
!

46 Classes and Activities!
6 Sessions!

Classes for Beginners and Experts!
!

Register Online at:!
www.lansingfhc.org!

!
Attendance is FREE!

Sponsored by Lansing Family History Center!
!

517"332"2932 !

 !

 VANISHED MUSKEGON!

Todd Harp has archived the group, Vanished Mus-
kegon on FaceBook.  You won�¶t be able to create 
posts, like or comment, but you can still visit the 
group. !

!

!

!

!

STORIES FROM THE          
POOR FARM!

Presented by Marjie Viveen!

Spring Lake District Library 
123 E. Exchange St!

Weds., April 5, ��������—����������pm: Babcock, Bement, 
Billy, and Blind Love!

Weds., April 12, ��������—���������� pm: Albert, Aiken,       
Activism, and Alcoholism !

Weds., April 19, ��������—���������� pm: Pedestrianism,    
Poetry, Peacemaking, and Private 1st Class!

Discover the rich history of the Ottawa County Poor 
Farm thorough people who depended on it for food, 
shelter, and more.!

No registration is required!

http://www.ancestryinsider.org/2017/03/the-new-and-improved-find-grave-shown.html
http://www.ancestryinsider.org/2017/03/the-new-and-improved-find-grave-shown.html
philgen.org
http://www.lansingfhc.org
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         MCGS Meetings!

         2nd Thurs at 6:30 p.m. !
        VFW Post 3195!

        5209 Grand Haven Road!

April  13!

May  11!

June  8!

August 10!

September 14!

October  12!

November 9 "Starts at  6 p.m. !
NO meetings in Jul & Dec!

!
!
!
!

Genealogy Family !
History Workshops!

Torrent House Local History & 
Genealogy Department !

315 W. Webster!
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. or!

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.!
!

Please pre"register by calling!
NEW PHONE # 231"722"8016!

!

April  8!

May  6!

September  9  !
October  14!

November  4!

NO workshops in!
Jun, Jul, Aug & December!

2017 Dates to REMEMBER 

4!

2017 Programs!
Learn MORE about Muskegon County�¶s History.!

 
                          MAY�¶S PROGRAM                        !

!
M. C. G. S. CEMETERY PROJECT !
   Bill Hansen and Tom Van Bruggen!

     !
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
From printed maps to Geographical Information System 
(GIS) and Globe Positioning System (GPS), this program 
covers a brief history of where we started to where we have 
come during the last 3 years in Muskegon County cemetery 
mapping. The main emphasis of the program will be giving 
participants the first look at what maps have been completed 
and just how best to use this new mapping tool. Be prepared 
to share this information with others, by either inviting them 
to the meeting, or by taking notes so you can share with 
those not in attendances. Just as important as this project is 
to the society, it is even more important that as many people 
as possible experience this great resource.  As the release to 
the public of the first set of maps, we also need to be aware 
of what we all can do to add to this project going forward to 
make it even better. The maps will be made public the day 
after this May meeting.!
     Weather permitting; we would also like to take a field trip 
to a cemetery for hands–on demonstration of the GPS fea-
ture when searching county cemeteries.!

!
TICKET BOOK!

!
Publishing!

from the editors of My-
Family.com/Ancestry!

  !
The MyFamily.com Guide    !
To Understanding Your 

Family History!
!

  Must have book! !
                                    !

!

!

WIN! this T"Shirt, with               
3 Generation Chart on it.!

It comes with a washable     
pen to write your family                
names on the T"Shirt!

!

  !

                        Archives of Michigan                                              !

Volunteers are needed to help make naturalization 
records available online. Additional information 
about this project, including instructional material for 
using the FamilySearch indexing software, is availa-
ble at http://seekingmichigan.org/naturalization  !
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   WHAT TO BRING! !
!

� Any genealogy items you 
would like to donate for the 
FREE table.   !

� Money to buy 15 Genera-
tion Charts—������ea.!

� Ticket Money!

!

!

!

Wear your MCGS 1972"2017 pin. 
Bring it each time you come to the 
Thursday night meetings, for a  
special drawing. !


